24         ORIGIN OF ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY

are all situated inside the head in the body. This
is the significance of the second, third and fourth quadrants
of the star Punarvasu. The Yajurveda Nakshathreshti
Mantra refers to Punarvasu as follows:-
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Meaning:-^ star by name Rikshaa wanted children
through medicinal plants and herbs. She gave cham
to Aditi and to Punarvasu. Men and animals were born.

The above Vedic statement signifies that medicinal
plants in the form of grass, creepers, trees and plants,
and also animals increase in the world through procreation.
According to Maharshi Parashara, the star Punarvasu
is associated with period of Jupiter. Jupiter increases
the population. We have said under the meaning of
Punarvasu that life energy (jeevathma) enters in the
seventh month the gross body that has been created
in the mother's womb, and resides there. But this
is not the first time that Jeeevathma enters in order
to reside in the gross body created in the mother's
womb. It will have entered and lived in many many
bodies. created in mother's wombs in his previous births.
It is not possible to know how many such lives have
taken place, and hence Sasthra says that life is without
beginning. Hence it is said Punarvasu,. i.e. living again,
and not vasu merely. So it has come again to dwell
in the body as in previous births.

The next star is Pushyami, again in the constellation
of Karkataka. The yajurveda Nakshathreshti refers to
this star as follows:-